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By Jack Anderson j 

Coded ‘Messages 

At the height of the Olym- 
pic drama, when -the Black 
September terrorists were 
moving their Israeli hostages 


/ 


j 


to the Munich airport for the 
unexpected shoot-out, guer- 
rilla radio transmitters in 
Syria broadcast a number of 
coded messages. 

“From Samir to the eagle,” 
began a typical message. “We 
await your gift. The sky is 
clear and the job well done.” 

. There is other evidence that 
the terrorists may have re- 
ceived orders from a clandes- 
tine headquarters in Syria, 
However, the Syrian authori- 
ties, while paying lip service 
to the Palestinian cause, have 
kept tight control over guer- 
rilla operations within, their 
borders. 

F^ T o Guarantee 

The Central Intelligence 
Agency has reported from Da- 
mascus that the Syrian author- 
ities reached an agreement 
with Yasir Arafat, leader of 
the largest Palestinian guer- 
rilla organization, al Fatah, 
“to rein in the extremist or- 
ganizations and not allow 
them either to cause any fur- 
ther troubles inside Syria or 
■to cause trouble with Jordan,” 
The CIA, quoting the pri- 
vate remarks of Syrian Army 
Chief of Staff Mustafa Talas, 
added: “He could not guaran- 
tee 100 per cent that there 
would be no further provoca- 
tions by the .fedayccn against 
Jordan, as neither (Syria) nor 
Fatah had full control over 
the extremist elements in the 
radical fadayeen organiza- 
tions, and an ‘accident’ spon- 


! sored by one of these organ!-- 
Izations was always a possibil- 
ity. ' . 0 ? 

"He added, however, that 
Syria and Fatah were fully 
agreed on a policy of no fur- 
ther provocations against Jor- 
|dnn and that Arafat had prom- 
ised to force the radical organ- 
izations in Syria into line,” 

It may be significant that 
the emphasis was on avoiding 
trouble with Syria’s . Arab 
neighbor Jordan, not on pre- 
venting ' provocative .. acts' 
l against Israel. • / 

TalavS was quoted by _ the 
CIA as saying: “We have had 
enough of Arabs shedding 
Arab blood, The enemy is Is- 
rael, and when, the time for 
battle conies, then they, can 
fight as much as they like 
against the Israelis.” V 

The Syrian army chief re- 
called the military showdown- 
^between Jordan and the Pales? 
jtinian guerrillas in September* 

1 1970, which spawned the Black 
| September movement. Jordan 
smashed the guerrillas and\ 

• drove back Syrian tanks that’ 
j had been sent to help the . 

! guerrillas. . ‘ - . ■ 

| “We fought the Jordanians, 
jin September, 1970,” Talas - 4 s 
| quoted by the CIA. “We lost. 

• some tanks and men: they lost- 
•some tanks and men; nobody.. 

I won. And for what purpose?. 

\ We were taken in by the .fe- 
idayeen in 1970, but we are ab* 
jsolutely determined we will. 

• not allow such a thing to hap- 

ipen again ” ' 

! © 1972, United Feature Syndicate 
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By Jack Anderson 
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said, 
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Arabic word 
which means 


ans will be ready. “When the 
blow comes,** he 
“whether Egypt 
starts it first, we 
opportunity and iight ” 

The secret intelligence re- 
port, telling of Asad’s conver- 
sation, emphasised 
used the 
“1 a m m a** 

“when/* not “if.” 

His army chief, Gen, Mus- 
tafa Talas, is also quoted in 
the secret cable as telling his 
military colleagues tersely: 
“There is no other choice. We 
must fight and wd will fight ” 

! He acknowledged that “all 
tho Arabs combined are 
weaker than Israel/ 9 But he 
vowed the Syrians, at least, 
would fight anywlay “if not to 
gain a victory, at least to keep 
the war case hot between us 
and Israel/* 
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disagree, in 
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jrael, 

^ret conversa- 
by tho Cen- 
Agency, re- 
's President 
holds Egypt’s 
Sadat in con- 
vening an of- 
kely to start, 
should attack 
a told as,*o- 
|iot expect too 
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:pat the Egyp- 
t again pull 
leave us in 


As he, put It: “If the Arabs 
had continued to fight Israel 
after their successive defeats 
in 1948, 1956 and 1967, rather 
than turning their backs in de- 
feat, many world leaders would 
have changed their policies’* 
toward the Arab-Israeli dis- 
pute. 


ihd 


bid. the Syri 


Military Moves 

Significantly, Syrian troops 
and armor l\ave been spotted 
moving “through Damascus 
heading south/* and the Syri- 
ans are reported to be “seri- 
ously preparing for new hostil- 
ities with Israel” 

The Egyptians, meanwhile, 
have been shouting the loud- 
est about resuming the war. 
But in private, Gen. Mahmud 
Tuhami, the Egyptian-army’s 
operations chief has told inti- 
mates that “any major at- 
tempt at crossing the Suez 
Canal is bound to fail/* 
Declares a secret cable: “Tu- 
hami said that President 
Anwar Sadat, when threaten- 
ing Israel with an all-out war, 
was bluffing and . , , informed 
the army of this/* 

Tuhami suggested that the 
army might “carry out small- 
scale commando attacks” but 
that these raids “would be 
carefully controlled so as not 
to cause over-reaction from 
the Israelis/’ 

Tho Egyptian high com- 
mand, he said, was “very con- 
cerned that Israel would take 
advantage of Sadat’s threats 
to carry out a preemptive 
strike which would destroy 


the Egyptian army , and air 
force.” 

The U.S. has renewed its 
efforts, meanwhile to set- 
tle the Arab-Israeli dispute at 
the truce table rather than the 
battlefield. American diplo- 
mats have spread the word, ac- 
cording to a secret report, that 
“we could not be complacent 
about future Egyptian military 
moves if no political progress 
is achieved.” 

Footnote: The Syrians belit- 
tle the Egyptians in private 
but fight with the Jordanians 
in the open. Yet an intelli- 
gence cable quotes President 
Asad as commenting wryly 
“that perhaps the Syrian 
army would find itself along- 
side the Jordan Arab army as 
the only two armies which 
would fight Israel fiercely.” 


Washington Whirl 

Ulterior Welcome — Those 

Welcome Wagons, laden with 
bounties for new arrivals in 
neighborhoods across the na- 
tion, are under investigation. 
The Federal Trade Commis- 
sion has evidence the smiling 
hostesses, in some cases, have 
been doubling as private eyes 
for the business firms whose 
free gifts they pass out. Some 
hostesses allegedly have been 
reporting back the age and 
make of cars, the condition of 
carpeting and the financial af- 
fairs of the families they visit, 
Chairman Miles Kirkpatrick 
has written Rep. Ogden Reid 
(R-N.Y.) that the FTC is look- 
ing “into the various practices 
of Welcome Wagon, Inc.” The 
company has denied that occa- 


sional snooping by its cheery 
young ladies is company pol 
icy. 

Top Secret Jokes— Whei 
the National Security Agencj 
is not clacking out classifiec 
messages in code over iti 
closely-guarded teletype ma 
chines, the electronic fan 
tends to get a little gamy. Dur 
ing .a recent slack period, dig 
nified security officials wen 
astounded to see their tele 
types rattling out more thai 
200 words of the vulgar ok 
joke that begins, “Once upoi 
a time there lived a man wh< 
had a mad passion for bean. 

. . .” The. officials discoverec 
that clerks had been tellinj 
each other dirty jokes on thi 
secret circuit when it was no 
being used for transmittlnf 
cryptographic intelligence re 
ports. 

Strange Economics — Th« 
purpose of President Nixon’} 
economic program is to keej 
costs down. Yet the Genera 
Accounting Office recently 
use the new economic regula 
lions to keep prices up. Th< 
National Graphics Corp. of Co 
lumbus, Ohio, was low bidde 
on some government bindinj 
and printing contracts. , Bui 
the company, because of ai 
oversight, had failed to sign j 
pledge certifying it was in Urn 
with the President’s economii 
orders. Its low bid should hav< 
spoken for itself. But insteac 
of giving National Graphics i 
chance to correct its oversight 
the GAO gave the contract t< 
the second low bidder at a losi 
to the taxpayers of $4,500. 
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